The National Curriculum:
differentiation?
The NC states:
• Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly should be
challenged through being offered rich and
sophisticated problems before any
acceleration through new content.
• Those who are not sufficiently fluent with
earlier material should consolidate their
understanding, including through additional
practice, before moving on.

What is Mastery Learning?
• Bloom emphasized his belief that instruction in
mastery learning classrooms should focus on
higher level learning goals, not simply basic skills.
• Emphasis on problem solving, applications of
principles, analytical skills, and creativity. Such
higher mental processes this type of learning
enables the pupil to relate his or her learning to
the many problems in day-to-day living.
• These abilities are regarded as one set of
essential characteristics needed to continue
learning and to cope with a rapidly changing
world.

The NC: a mastery curriculum
• An expectation that all pupils can and will achieve.
• The large majority of pupils progress through the
curriculum content at the same pace.
• Differentiation emphasises deep knowledge and individual
support/intervention.
• Lessons and resources are crafted carefully to foster deep
conceptual and procedural knowledge.
• Practise and consolidation play a central role. Welldesigned variation builds fluency and understanding of
underlying concepts/skills in tandem.
• Teachers use precise questioning to check conceptual and
procedural knowledge. They assess in lessons to identify
who requires intervention so that all pupils keep up.

BLOOM’S TAXONOMY – Sample Questions
Reading and Writing
•
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1. Name all the characters in the story.
2. Write 6 facts from the story.
3. When does the story take place?
4. Where does the story take place?
5. Which character appears first in the story?
6. How does the story end?
7. From what you read in the story, describe what the
main character looked like.
8. Using facts you read in the story, describe the setting.
Comprehension
1. In your own words, tell what the story is about.
2. How did the main character feel at the beginning of the
story?
3. How did the main character feel at the end of the story?
4. Think of a main event in the story. Why did it happen?
5. Explain why the story has the title that it does.
6. Draw a picture of a main event in the story.
7. If there is a picture in the story, write what happened
BEFORE the picture and write what happened AFTER
the picture.
Application
1. Think of a situation that occurred to a person in your
story and decide whether you would have done the
same thing as he did or something different. Write what
you might have done.
2. Give some examples of people who have had the same
problems or have done the same kind of thing as the
person in your story.
3. Select any of the people in the story and think of some
things each would do if he came to your school during
reading.
4. What would you do if you could go to the place where
the main character lives?
5. What would the main character do if he came to your
house to visit?
6. If you had to cook a meal for the characters in the story,
what would you cook?
7. If you met the main character in the story on the street,
what would you talk about?

Analysis
1. What part of the story was the funniest? Or the most
exciting? Or the saddest?
2. Tell what things happened in the story that couldn’t
have happened in real life?
3. Some things in the story were true, and some were only
the opinions of someone. List the things that were true.
4. Organize the story into parts and think of a good title for each of the
parts.
5. What could you do that was just like what the person in
the story did?
6. Find 5 words in the story that begin with the same sound.
7. Name 2 things in the story that happened outside (or inside).
8. List at least 5 compound words from the story.
Synthesis
1. Rewrite the story from an animal’s point of view.
2. Use your imagination to draw a picture about the story.
Then, add one new thing of your own that was not in the story.
3. Make a poster, a mobile, a puppet, or a painting of the
main characters in the story.
4. Write another ending to the story that is different from
the one that the author wrote.
5. Write a poem about the story.
6. Pretend you are the main character. Write a diary
about what you were doing each day.
7. Rewrite the story briefly, but change someone or
something in it. (For example, substitute a dog for a
wolf in The Three Little Pigs).
8. Write 5 new titles for the story that would give a good
idea of what it was about.
Evaluation
1. Was the main character in the story good or bad? Why?
2. Compare any two books you’ve read and tell which one
you would recommend to your friend/s and why you would.
3. Compare 2 characters in the story. Tell which one you
think is better and why.
4. Which character in the story would you most like to
spend the day with? Why?
5. Was this story worth the time it took to read? Why?
6. If you had the opportunity to go where this story takes
place, would you want to go?

• Our teachers will be focusing on the following
words within the context of questioning
although others will also be used.
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