
Blackboys Newsletter 

Christian Value for Term : FELLOWSHIP 

Thursday 27th November 2025 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
We are sending this newsletter to 
you a day early as tomorrow, Friday 
28th November, is an INSET DAY.  
All the staff will be attending a 
training day with fellow schools in 
the Ringmer area led by top educa-
tionalist Claire Gadsby.  The train-
ing is based on the action points 
from last April’s Ofsted inspection. 
 
Term 2 seems to be flying through 
and we are about to enter arguably 
the most magical time in primary 
schools:  Christmas! 
Attached to this newsletter you will 
find a Christmas Calendar which 
details events taking place in and 
around School. A copy has also gone 
home in school bags today. We hope 
you find it useful.  
 
It’s assessment week time! 
Next week is Assessment Week at 
school and children in Years 1 to 6 
will be taking part in standardised 
assessments for maths and reading. 
These assessments are designed to 
help us understand your child’s pro-
gress and identify areas they are 
good at and where they may need 
extra support. 
We want to remind everyone that 
these tests are just one way of 
measuring learning, and the most 
important thing is for every child to 
try their best. This is a great  
opportunity for them to show what 
they’ve learned and to practice  
perseverance and resilience — key 
skills for life. 
Please encourage your child to  
approach the week positively.   

Let’s all work together to help our 
children “be the best they can be,”  
living up to our school vision. 
 
Children In Need  
Thank you to all the children who 
took part in the Talent Show on 
14th November. We were thorough-
ly entertained and raised £71! 
 
Library Bake Sale 
Our Year 6 book enthusiasts did a 
fantastic job raising £138 at last 
weeks cake sale. The money will go 
towards new books for our Library. 
 
Caretaker Position 
On Tuesday 2nd December we say 
goodbye to our popular school care-
taker Mr Wright.  Mr Wright has 
had a huge impact on our school 
making a safe and tidy environment 
for all the children to thrive in.  He 
will be sorely missed. 
With Mr Wright moving on, we ask 
that you might consider sharing our 
new job availability with friends and 
family who may be interested in 
this rewarding role - see flyer  
attached. The deadline has been 
extended to 12th December and we 
hope to appoint our new Caretaker 
to start in the New Year. 
 
School Supplies 
Please could we request that any 
girls’/boys’ pants belonging to the 
school are returned as we are  
running low on spares. Accidents 
happen and it’s always helpful for  
us to have the spares returned. 

Lunchtime and After School Clubs 
A reminder as we look towards December, the last week of all lunchtime and 
after school clubs will take place from w/c 08/12/25. There is an exception 
to this with Guitar & Miss Zara’s Dance Clubs and should your child take 
part in lunchtime guitar with RBMS they will communicate directly with you.  
 
Wrap around care provision carries on throughout the remainder of the 
term. Please do note, places are limited and cannot be guaranteed, please 
email in the first instance office@blackboys.e-sussex.sch.uk to check  
session availability.  Parents/Carers with ‘regular bookings’ will have their 
child’s place rolled over to the Spring Term ’26.   
 
A new Spring Term club choice letter will be distributed  upon our  
return following the Christmas break, from Monday 05th January 2026. 

Christmas Whole School Lunch, 16th December 
You will have received our letter regarding the Whole School Christmas 
Lunch and if you haven’t already please return the slip at the bottom of the 
letter to the School Office (even if your child is having a packed lunch on 
the day). This will help the School kitchen with correct placing of ordering. 
Slips need to be returned to the School Office by at the very latest  
Thursday 04th December. 
 
For the whole school lunch day, Tuesday 16th December we shall be  
inviting pupils to wear to School a Christmas Jumper in exchange for £1. 
Donations will go to the charity of the term, Raystede Centre for Animal 
Welfare.   
 
PTA Christmas Fair, Saturday 06th December, Midday-2 or 2.30pm 
We, alongside the PTA, are getting super excited for the PTA Christmas 
Fair which is to take place on 06th December. Please remember to bring 
your filled pots and sold raffle ticket stubs and monies to School by Friday 
05th December. More books of raffle tickets are available at the School 
Office should you require them. The pots are to be decorated and filled 
with child friendly goodies for selling at the Christmas Fair. Please keep the 
number of sweets in the pot to a minimum. Grateful thanks to Staverton 
Nursery for donating the flowerpots! 
 
On Friday 05th we will be inviting pupils to ‘wear home clothes to School’ 
for the day in exchange for donations for the PTA Fair tombola. Please see 
the attached Christmas Events calendar for more info.  
 
PTA Movie Night—Friday 12th December 
Please see attached a poster with information on this year’s 
PTA Movie Night. Children are invited to settle down in their 
comfy clothes to the festive film, Nativity. Tickets are £5 
and include a drink and popcorn, will soon be available from: 
https://blackboyspta.sumupstore.com/ 
 

Please note there is no KS1 football club on Wed 10th December 
due to the Open the Book Donkey Walk taking place after school.  



Uckfield Late Night Shopping Event 
We look forward to supporting this 
popular, local event next Friday 05th 
December.  
 
KS2 pupils who have returned their 
consent slips and secured a place will 
be appearing on the Ashdown Radio 
stage at 6.50pm. Parents of success-
ful pupils will be informed via Parent-
Mail shortly. 
 
Even if your child is not taking part 
in the choir, the event is incredibly 
festive and we would thoroughly  
recommend to all a visit.  
 
Festival of Christmas Trees 
In conjunction with the late night 
shopping event, Holy Cross Church, 
Uckfield will be opening it’s doors for 
all to experience their beautiful  
annual ‘Festival of Christmas Trees’.  
 
If you’ve never been before, it really 
is a spectacle and one not to be 
missed. You may even spot our  
Blackboys Tree.  The decorations are 
very twinkly! 
 
PTA Wreath Making Event , 
Wednesday 03/12/24, 7-9pm 
School Hall 
Mrs Beale and the PTA invite you to 
take part in the annual Blackboys 
tradition of the PTA Wreath Making 
event. If you would like to secure a 
place, please make contact with a 
member of the PTA or email  
office@blackboys.e-sussex.sch.uk 
cost of the evening will be £38 and 
includes all materials to make your 
wreath. 
 
December Football Holiday Camp 
Attached is a flyer advertising a 
football camp taking place at school 
over the Christmas holidays. Link for 
bookings: https://
forms.gle/5XSxKAn6H6PyFtfs8  
 
 

 
 

Gold Book Awards for week         
beginning Monday 17th November 
 

Class 1 
Tyan M - for trying lots of dif-
ferent fruit in our DT lesson. 
Teddy B-W - for his amazing 
knife skills in DT when slicing 
fruit. 
Dixie C - for her fantastic writing 
about superheroes, using her 
sound mat to work independently. 
 

Class 2 
Toby P - for excellent work in 
Maths, becoming more accurate 
with subtraction. 
Jonah C - for a good use of adjec-
tives in his description writing. 
Olivia W - for making good pro-
gress with her reading. 
 

Class 3 
Alfie S - for excellent under-
standing of French numbers 1-31. 
Callum S - for pushing himself to 
do more work in History to display 
his knowledge. 
Enzo B - for a great start on his 
Roman army report. 
 

Class 4 
Ariana C - for some great under-
standing of life in the Bronze 
Age. 
Eleanor R - for working hard to 
focus on writing her Stig of the 
Dump prequal. 
James V - for showing a positive 
attitude to volleyball with 
Uckfield College and his writing. 
 

Class 5 
Jonah B - for great effort in RE 
and when reading with Mrs Har-
per. 
Izzy M - for excellent work with 
fractions so far. 
Margaux L - for her super effort 
in class across all subjects. 

 ACADEMIC YEAR 25/26 

DECEMBER  

MONDAY 1ST CLASS 1 FOREST SCHOOL 1-3PM 

WEDNESDAY 3RD CLASS 3 FOREST SCHOOL 1-3PM 
PTA WREATH MAKING EVENT WITH FERN COTTAGE FLORISTRY,  

MRS BEALE 7-9PM 

THURSDAY 4TH CHRISTMAS LUNCH CHOICE ORDER DEADLINE - SLIPS TO BE RETURNED TO THE 
SCHOOL OFFICE. 

CLASS 4 LED ASSEMBLY - ALL WELCOME - 9-9.30AM 
CHESS MATCHES AT SANDOWN PRIMARY 12-4.30PM 

FRIDAY 5TH - 
SUNDAY 7TH 

HOLY CROSS CHURCH, UCKFIELD - FESTIVAL OF CHRISTMAS TREES 

FRIDAY 5TH FILLED POTS AND RAFFLE TICKET STUBBS TO BE RETURNED IN PREPARATION 
OF THE CHRISTMAS FAIR TAKING PLACE TOMM (STUBBS AND POTS CAN BE 

RETURNED DIRECTLY TO THE FAIR ALSO!) 
KS1 AND 2 PARTY FOOD LISTS TO BE DISPLAYED IN PLAYGROUND IF DRY AND 

SCHOOL OFFICE AREA IF WET 
SCHOOL COUNCIL CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION DEADLINE 

WHOLE SCHOOL MUFTI DAY - IN EXCHANGE FOR WEARING HOME CLOTHES TO 
SCHOOL, PLEASE BRING IN AN ITEM FOR THE PTA FAIR TOMBOLA - BUBBLE 

BATH, BOTTLE OF WINE, CHOCOLATE. THERE WILL BE A TABLE LOCATED IN THE 
SCHOOL PLAYGROUND AT DROP OFF TO POP DONATIONS ON.  
SENIOR CITIZEN CHRISTMAS PARTY, SCHOOL HALL 1.45-3PM 

UCKFIELD LATE NIGHT SHOPPING EVENT 5-8PM - PERFORM AT 6.50PM 

SATURDAY 6TH PTA CHRISTMAS FAIR 12-2.30PM 

MONDAY 8TH - 
FRIDAY 12TH 

LAST WEEK OF LUNCHTIME AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS FOR AUTUMN TERM 

MONDAY 8TH COMPLETION OF OPEN THE BOOK DONKEY CONSENTS VIA PARENTPAY  
CLASS 1 FOREST SCHOOL 1-3PM 

CHOIR PUPILS TO PERFORM AT LYDFORDS CARE HOME IN EAST HOATHLY 4-5PM 

WEDNESDAY 10TH CLASS 3 FOREST SCHOOL 1-3PM 
NO KS1 FOOTBALL CLUB THIS WEEK 

OPEN THE BOOK DONKEY WALK 3.15-4.30PM 

THURSDAY 11TH FATHER JAMES LED ACT OF WORSHIP, ALL WELCOME 9-9.30AM 

FRIDAY 12TH WHOLE SCHOOL NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTED 
KS1 NATIVITY COSTUMES INTO SCHOOL IN A NAMED BAG AT THE VERY LATEST 

PTA SCHOOL CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT - 'NATIVITY' 3.15-5.15PM 

SUNDAY 14TH SELECTED PUPILS SINGING REPRESENTATIVES TO ST THOMAS A BECKET 
CHURCH, FRAMFIELD CAROL CONCERT. 6.30-7.30PM 

MONDAY 15TH - 
FRIDAY 19TH 

THERE ARE NO LUNCHTIME OR AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS THIS WEEK (WRAP 
AROUND CARE CONTINUES TO RUN AS NORMAL) 

MONDAY 15TH PARENTS/CARERS OF PUPILS TO BE AWARDED CUPS AT THE END OF TERM CUP 
ASSEMBLY FRIDAY 19TH DECEMBER TO BE NOTIFIED VIA PARENTMAIL EMAIL 
RETURN OF CUPS/AWARDS FROM SUMMER TERM TO BE RETURNED TO THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE BY 
CLASS 1 FOREST SCHOOL 1-3PM 

25/26 Dates for your diary 
If you take a look at the homepage of our Blackboys website, you will find that School 
‘main’ events like Parents Evenings and even Sports Day are already confirmed for 

25/26.  
You can click through week by week to see what is planned.  

Inset Days 25 26: 
*Friday 28th November 2025*  *Monday 13th April 2026*   

*Monday 1st June 2026 *Wednesday 22nd July 2026* 

https://forms.gle/5XSxKAn6H6PyFtfs8
https://forms.gle/5XSxKAn6H6PyFtfs8


DATE CHRISTMAS EVENT PARENTAL ACTION 

NOVEMBER    

Friday 21st November PTA Pots & Raffle Tickets Dis-
tributed 

Pots to be filled  with child friendly goodies and returned 
05th  December for selling at the Christmas Fair.  Please 
keep the number of sweets within the pot to a minimum 

Thursday 27th Novem-
ber 

KS2 pupils Return of Parent/Carer consent slips for pupil participation 
in the Uckfield Late Night Shopping Choir performance, 

taking place Friday 05th December. 

DECEMBER    

Wednesday 03rd  

 

PTA Wreath Making Evening with 
Fern Cottage Floristry, 7pm-9pm 

7pm in the School Hall.  To reserve your space, please make 
contact with the School Office/PTA Class Rep.  Cost is £38 

which includes all materials needed to make your wreath. 

Thursday 04th  Christmas Lunch Choice Deadline, 
9.05am 

Please return slip to School Office by drop off today. Pay-
ment will be taken via ParentPay. Your child is welcome to 
bring in a packed lunch which will be enjoyed in the School 

Hall. 

Friday 05th  Whole School Mufti Day 

 
 
 

Uckfield Late Night Shopping 
5.00-8.30pm 

 
 
 
 

Return of PTA Raffle Ticket 
Stubbs 

 
Return of PTA Pots 

 
 

Pre-Loved Christmas Jumpers 

In exchange for wearing home clothes to School. Please 
bring in  an item for the tombola e.g bubble bath, bottle of 
wine, chocolate etc. A table will be  located in the School 

playground at drop off to pop your donations on. 

KS2 pupils  will be appearing on the Ashdown FM stage  at 
6.50pm singing songs.  All families welcome to watch and  

support, whilst also doing some Christmas Shopping at the 
same time! 

 

Sold raffle ticket stubs with monies to be returned to the 
School please, in preparation of tomorrow’s PTA Fair. 

Filled pots to be returned to School in preparation of the 
PTA Fair.  

The PTA will be have a ‘pre-loved’ Christmas jumper stall at 
the Fair. Drop off any unwanted/old/too small Christmas 

jumpers to School.  

 KS1 Party Food Lists Parental sign up food lists for the KS1 party to be displayed  
in the playground if dry or in the school office area if wet. 

 KS2 Party Food Lists Parental sign up food lists for the KS2 party to be displayed  
in the playground if dry or in the school office area if wet. 

Saturday 06th  PTA Christmas Fair, midday-
2/2.30pm 

All the fun of the PTA Christmas Fair, we shall see you 
there! 

Monday 08th-Friday 
12th 

Last week of all lunchtime and 
after school clubs 

The last week of all Autumn term clubs. Wrap around care, 
provisions of breakfast and after school club will continue 

for the remainder of the term. A new selection of clubs for 
Spring terms 3/4 will be distributed upon our return to 

School, January ‘26. 

Monday 08th Deadline to give consent of ‘Open 
The Book’ Donkey Walk via 

ParentPay 

Please refer to letter sent via ParentMail regarding the   
annual ‘Donkey Walk’ 

Wednesday 10th  ‘Open The Book’ Donkey Walk 
3.15-4.30pm 

Join our friends from ‘Open The Book’ on their annual Don-
key walk around the village whilst they tell the story of 
Christmas. THERE WILL BE NO AFTER SCHOOL KS1 

FOOTBALL CLUB 

Friday 12th PTA Film Evening, 3.15-5.15pm  
Film: Nativity 

£5 per child. Popcorn and drink provided. 3.15-5.15pm. 
Bookings to be made online at 

https://blackboyspta.sumupstore.com/ 
THERE IS NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUB THIS EVE. 

Friday 12th KS1 Nativity Costumes ‘’Hey Ewe’ All KS1 (classes 1 and 2) to be in School in a named bag 
please.  

 CHRISTMAS EVENTS CALENDAR 2025 



DATE CHRISTMAS EVENT PARENTAL ACTION 

Sunday 14th Carol Service, St Thomas á  
Becket Church,   

Framfield, 6.30-7.30pm (6.20pm 
arrival to Church) 

Selected KS2 pupils will perform during the service. All the 
School community are invited to attend ‘Carols by Candlelight’. 

Monday 15th Return of Cups/Awards to 
School Office 

 
 

All Cups/Awards given out at the end of the Summer Term to 
be returned back in School by end of today, in preparation of 

Cup Assembly. 

 Cup Assembly Notification Cup Assembly recipients parents/carers will be sent a   
ParentMail email to inform them that their child will be  

awarded a cup in Cup Assembly 19/12/25.  Please keep this a 
secret from your child! 

Tuesday 16th Whole School—Wear a Christ-
mas Jumper to School Day 

 
 
 

Whole School Christmas Lunch 
midday—1pm 

In exchange for a £1 donation pupils are invited to replace 
their Blackboys jumper/cardigan with a festive jumper. All 

proceeds will go to our Charity of the term.  

 

 All pupils will join together for a whole school Christmas 
Lunch.  

 KS2 Carol Service, St Thomas á 
Becket Church, Framfield.  

6-7.00pm 

KS2 will present their Carol Service. Staff will be at the 
Church from 5.40pm. All the School community are welcome 

to attend.  

All KS2 pupils are expected to attend.  

Wednesday 17th  KS1 ‘Hey Ewe’ Nativity 

2-3.00pm 

KS1 present a ‘Hey Ewe’, in the School Hall. This is NOT tick-
eted. The pedestrian gate will open from 1.50pm to allow for 

the audience to take their seats.  

Thursday 18th KS1 Christmas Party @ 1.30pm 
School Hall 

Your child, during their afternoon at school, will enjoy a KS1 
Christmas Party in the hall.  Parental food contributions will 
be required and lists will be displayed in the school office 

area from 05th December.  Parents to bring in food prior to 
party, ideally at the start of day during pupil drop off.       

Children may bring in party clothes to change in to. 

 KS2 Christmas Party 6-8.00pm 
School Hall 

Please drop your child at school for this festive extravaganza. 
Parental food contributions will be required and lists will be 

displayed in the school office area from 05th December.  
Parents to bring in food prior to party, ideally at the end of 

day during pupil collection. .   
 

Should any Parents/Carers wish to help on the night, please 
make contact with the School Office  

office@blackboys.e-sussex.sch.uk  

Friday 19th  Last Day of Term 2 

 

Cup Assembly at 2.15pm 

Last Day of Term 2. 
 

All Parents welcome to attend starting promptly at 2.15pm. 
Cup winners’ families will have been notified by ParentMail, 

but please keep it a secret!. The pedestrian gate will be open 
from 2.05pm to allow seats to be taken in the hall.  

 
Saturday 20th 

December to  Sunday 
04th January 2026 

 
 

Christmas Holidays 

 

 

 
Christmas Holidays 

JANUARY 2026   

Monday 05th  Return to School  Pupils return to school for Term 3  

 CHRISTMAS EVENTS CALENDAR 2025 

 INFORMATION FOR WHOLE SCHOOL 

 INFORMATION FOR KS1 

 INFORMATION FOR KS2 



 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

 

The School Council are inviting children to take part in designing a Christmas 

card to raise money for Raystede which is our chosen charity this term. 

The children need to design their Christmas card on any paper and hand it to 

the School Office by Friday 5th December. To enter will cost 50p and there will 

be a prize for the winner in KS1 and KS2. 

Good luck! 

 

The School Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Blackboys CE Primary School  
School Lane  

Blackboys  
   Uckfield   

East Sussex  
TN22 5LL  

 
01825 890423 

office@blackboys.e-sussex.sch.uk   
Headteacher: Mr G Sullivan  

 

 

“Be the best you can be;  

Living life in all its fullness” 
     (John 10:10) 

 

🌟 Join Our Friendly Team! 🌟 

School Caretaker – Blackboys C.E. Primary School 

🕒 15 hours a week (3 hours a day) 

🕒 Starting salary: SS5, Point 12 – £25,989 per annum (pro rata) 

🕒 Location: Blackboys CEP School 

We’re looking for a friendly, hardworking and reliable Caretaker to join our welcoming 

and supportive school community. 

If you’re practical, organised, and take pride in keeping things running smoothly, we’d love 

to hear from you! 

We’re open to discussing flexible hours if needed.  There is an element of flexibility for the 

right candidate. 

🌟♂️ You’ll be someone who: 

✅ Can work independently and prioritise your workload 

✅ Carries out small repairs and maintenance with care and attention 

✅ Has great attention to detail 

✅ Is dependable and a team player 

✅ Can open and close the site and keep it safe and secure 

✅ Keeps on top of health and safety checks and records 

🌟 We can offer you: 

🕒 A caring school ethos rooted in Christian values 

🕒 A supportive and friendly team 

🕒 Training and development opportunities 

🕒 Local Government Pension Scheme 

🕒 Holiday allowance – equivalent to 11 days worked a year, plus bank holidays 

🕒 Interested? 
We’d love you to come, meet us and discuss the role! 

Call the School Office on 01825 890 423 or email office@blackboys.e-sussex.sch.uk for an 

application pack. Closing Date: Friday 12th December 2025 

🕒 Informal visits and conversations are warmly welcomed. 
🕒 Appointment subject to a satisfactory eDBS check and references. 




